
 
FIM AFRICA ENVIRONMENT WORKING GROUP - ANNUAL REPORT 2022 

 

Following the turmoil of the last two years, due to the global Covid pandemic, most Federations 
went ahead with their domestic programmes in 2022. There were only two FIM AFRICA events 
held in 2022 (Motocross of African Nations, Uganda and the X-Race Hard Enduro, Namibia).  

We received no environmental related reports, guidance requests or proposals during the year 
from our affiliated Federations. The FIM Africa Environment Working Group remains a vital 
and relevant component of the FIM AFRICA structure and we continue to strive for stability 
and creditability by serving our Federations to the best of our abilities.  

With this report, I would like to highlight the following: 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

The following individuals and Federations served on the FIM AFRICA Environment Working 
Group during 2022 – Marius Matthee (Chairman), Brian Townsend (Zimbabwe), Sebagala 
Mayanja (Uganda) and Amanda Coetzee (South Africa).  

The primary purpose of the FIM AFRICA Environmental WG is to provide guidance to all the 
affilaited African FMNs to ensure that all motorcycle activities in Africa will have a reduced 
impact on our natural environment. We wish to achieve this by following the objectives set out 
in our Working Group’s Work Plan and Term of Reference (12 August 2021 revision), namely: 

1. Governance – FIM AFRICA Environmental Code & Checklists  
2. Environmental Awareness & Training Seminars 
3. Environmental Compliance at Events 
4. Communication on latest international developments 
5. Being active advocates for sustainability 

 

The FIM AFRICA Environment Working Group had scheduled a Zoom meeting for 5 October 
2022, but it was called off (absence of a quorum), since more than half of the members could 
not join at the scheduled time due to various reasons. The agenda discussions points, our 
current position, concerns, challenges will however be highlighted in this report.  

FIM AFRICA was present at the annual FIM Commissions’ Meetings (12-13 Feb 2022). The 
meeting was held in Divonne le Bains, France and allowed members to take part via Zoom, 
due to travel restrictions that were still in place for individuals from certain countries. Messrs. 
El Oddi (CID Bureau Member from Morocco) and Matthee (CID Member from South Africa) 
were present. The latter presented a PowerPoint presentation to recap FIM AFRICA’s 
Environmental position and challenges in 2021.   

At the CID meeting the following was noted: 



• The FIM Academy rolled out an Instructor’s Certification Programme, which also 
include the training and appointment of official FIM Environmental Seminar Instructors. 
These instructors are currently all from Europe and it was formally requested that an 
African instructor must also get an opportunity to form part of this identified group, due 
to our experience in presenting enviro training seminars/webinars for the last 15 years.  

• FIM AFRICA, following uncertainty on the wording of the FIM’s training guidelines, was 
informed that we may continue to hold webinars/seminars for African FMNs, which will 
enable individuals to obtain an FIM AFRICA Environmental Steward licence 

• CID is still following their KISS programme at selected events to raise the importance 
of sustainable events, in partnership with some large circuits and promotors like Dorna. 

• CID / FIM is increasingly embracing aspects like climate change, carbon neutrality, 
new energies (electric). Concepts which are difficult to bring across to countries without 
basic infrastructure i.e. roads, electricity, clean water, etc.  

 

GOVERNANCE  

The 2022 FIM AFRICA Environmental Code was not amended. It was mentioned at the CID 
meeting that the FIM would in future like to see that only their Environmental Code is being 
used at CONU events. No final instruction was given, though. The FIM AFRICA Environmental 
Code is very much the same as the FIM Enviro Code, although more streamlined and 
illustrated for easier reading and reference. It is also important to include aspects specifically 
related to African conditions and to exclude aspects which are not realistic from an African 
perspective. For 2023 we propose that the FIM AFRICA Enviro Code, in its current format, 
suffice.    

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS & TRAINING COMPONENT 

Environmental training seminars/webinars remains one of the primary objectives of the 
Environmental Commission and the training and appointment of skilled and competent FIM 
Africa Environmental Stewards. 

We presented two FIM AFRICA Environmental webinars in 2022. On 5 April 2022 we 
presented a webinar where we combined the contents of the FIM AFRICA and MSA 
presentation. The final FIM AFRICA Environmental Webinar was on 22 September 2022. This 
was attended by 25 individuals from all the different regions in Africa. Thus far the biggest 
attendance number for a webinar.  

FIM AFRICA will probably follow the same route in 2023. We need to ask the questions, 
though, do we prevail with webinars rather than seminars (time, costs, and other Pros and 
Cons)? How can we improve or presentation format and/or contents?  

We must introduce a recognition system for Environmental Stewards. We rely on volunteers 
and a small token of recognition not only motivates, but also can ensure that the sport draws 
more interest and opportunities.  

We also must consider copyright on our training material. Concern that FIM will in future expect 
that only their accredited instructors present seminars and that only their training material will 
be used. Lots of time and effort went into preparing the FIM AFRICA training material over the 
years, which addresses all aspects of the Environmental Code 

Our webinars must in future target ALL role-players. Make it mandatory for all FIM AFRICA 
Council, Commission Members, FMN Presidents/Secretary Generals and organisers of 
events at federation level to attend an Environmental Webinar.  



EVENT COMPLIANCE 

The Enviro WG did not receive feedback, nor requests for input, at the two FIM AFRICA events 
that were held in 2022. The MX of African Nations remains the flagship event on the current 
FIM AFRICA calendar and is an ideal opportunity to raise environmental awareness. This was 
proved at similar meetings in previous years. We shall again sensitize the hosting Federations 
and relevant role-players in this regard.  

It is also essential that the different sporting commissions/working groups ensure that 
environmental matters are highlighted in their SRs and other regulations.  

Federations are also still reluctant to share information. This hampers our efforts to support 
these FMNs in the establishment and/or enhancement of environmental related projects and 
initiatives.  

 

CONCERNS AND CHALLENGES 

The Working Group is still dealing with several concerns and challenges.  

A major concern remains the fact that the FIM AFRICA Environment Working Group currently 
only has representatives from three Federations and that not all Federations are involved or 
implementing the FIM’s environmental policy.  

The environmental survey we did, among FMNs in 2019, still serves as basis to reflect the 
apathy we are dealing with. It was clear that several African FMNs fully rely on volunteers to 
administer the sport. Only three FMNs have an environmental code or follow that of the FIM. 

Many FMNs are barely fulfilling the requirements of the FIM to properly run motorcycle sport. 
Without a proper structure in place, it becomes a total loss to train or guide, since they are not 
properly armed to the job.  

 The problem needs to be addressed at FIM Council level (before approving FIM membership) 
and requires continued scrutiny and commitment. 

It is also important that FMNs (in future) consider the competency and qualifications of their 
nominees for the Environmental WG, as stipulated in the FIM AFRICA Statutes and the Enviro 
WG’s Term of Reference document.   

 

CONCLUSION 

The biggest contribution the Working Group is offering remains the training of Environmental 
Stewards and raising general environmental awareness. FIM Africa is look upon (by most of 
their member Federations) to assist with environmental awareness, training seminars and to 
guide them in the principles of sustainability.  

We have reached the end of another 4-year period. A period that brought both the world and 
sport to its knees. From it all also evolved positive things. We realised that we could do some 
things remotely and from this also evolved a better understanding and support for online 
training.  

 

 



A special word of thanks to all the Environmental Working Group members who contributed 
during this period and who’s Term of Office will end. The continuous support and 
encouragement by FIM AFRICA Council is also much appreciated. I trust that the next 4 years 
will see that motorcycle sport grows in Africa and that the FIM will realise that Africa has far 
different environmental challenges from what they can imagine, but that we’ll persevere with 
the execution and implementation of realistic targets based on local conditions.    

 

All my best wishes accompany you.  

 

 

Marius Matthee 

(Chairman: FIM AFRICA ENVIRONMENT WORKING GROUP) 

 

7 October 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMENDMENT PROPOSALS - 2023 FIM AFRICA ENVIRONMENTAL CODE 

 

 

1. Omit the current text on page 2 of the FIM AFRICA Environmental Code (FIM 
SUSTAINABILITY POLICY) and add the exact text as in the current FIM Environmental Code, 
namely: 

 

FIM SUSTAINABILITY POLICY  

Statement  

The FIM (Fédération Internationale de Motocylisme) is the world governing body for motorcycling 
sport and the global advocate for motorcycling.  

We believe that sport should act as a role model and serve as a showcase to promote values and 
good practices, representing a significant contribution to the development of education, social 
cohesion, health and wellbeing and sustainable development. The practice of motorcycling as a 
means of transport or recreation continues to increase and should, therefore, be considered a 
contributor to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.  

The FIM is committed to developing and promoting a sustainability programme to enhance its 
positive impact on the environment and society and reduce any possible adverse effects.  

The FIM’s goal is to establish a culture of sustainability in motorcycle sport worldwide. In order to 
achieve this, we will:  

• Continue to foster an Environmental Protection Programme.  

• Comply with all relevant legislations, regulations, policies, local laws and site agreements designed 
to protect the environment.  

• Monitor advances in technology and environmental best management practices and apply them as 
appropriate. 

•  Continue developing Environmental Regulations and Guidelines and seek improved options aiming 
to reduce the potential for adverse environmental impacts concerning:  

• Sound emissions;  
• Soil and groundwater contamination;  
• Emission into the air;  
• Protection of biodiversity;  
• Protection and promotion of cultural heritage.  

The FIM will establish an achievable and transparent Climate Strategy. The FIM is committed to 
supporting and promoting alternative energies, organising and supporting the use of two-wheeled 
vehicles powered either by electricity or other sustainable sources of energy, and also looks for the 
best options in product life cycles by promoting a circular economy.  

Through this sustainability policy and the points described above, the FIM seeks to contribute to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. All employees, Officials (voluntary/paid), competitors, 



associated competition participants, non-competitive participants and others, involved in any 
capacity in motorcycle sport conducted under the aegis of the FIM, are strongly invited to comply 
with the FIM’s Sustainability Policy. 

 

REASON: To align with current FIM Environmental Policy 

 

 

2. Omit current GENERAL PRINCIPLES text on page 4 & 5 of the FIM AFRICA Environmental 
Code and add exact text as in the current FIM Environmental Code, namely: 

 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES  

1.1 All National Federations affiliated to the FIM shall adapt their Statutes in order to give proper 
prominence to the organisation of sustainable events and to the principles of the FIM Environmental 
Code. This Code prescribes regulations and recommendations to improve the relationship between 
motorcycling and the environment and society.  

1.2 The non-respect of a requirement of the Environmental Code by an organiser or a rider (who is 
also the person responsible for his team) is liable to a fine, a disqualification from the event or a 
suspension. Moreover, the participant / rider may be liable for the damages caused by his non- 
respect of the environmental provisions.  

1.3 Where local regulations or legislations are stricter than those contained in the FIM AFRICA 
Environmental Code, then the local requirements must be respected. 

 

REASON: To align with current FIM Environmental Policy 

 

3. Change wording of Article 2(f) of FIM Environmental Code to read:  
“In case of non-respect or violation of the provisions mentioned in the present Code, 
he/she must immediately, in writing, inform the Clerk of the Course.  

 

REASON: Clear instruction to ensure corrective action 

 

4. Change wording “Section 14” in Article 3(d) and 3.1 (d) of FIM Environmental Code to 
Article 15 

 

REASON: Correction  

 



 

5. Change wording “Section 14” in Article 4(d) of FIM Environmental Code to Article 15 
 

 

REASON: Correction  

 



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS to SSRs  
 

FIM AFRICA MOTOCROSS STANDING SUPPLEMENTRY REGULATIONS 2022 

The only CURRENT REFERENCE TO ENVIRONMENT(AL) COMPLIANCE AND/OR REQUIREMENTS: 

 

15.5 Any refueling must be done on an environment mat and with engines dead. 

 

APPENDIX  “1” – PENALTIES 

1.2.4 Failure to observe the Environmental Code. 

 

PROPOSAL: That the following text  is included in the 2023 MOTOCROSS SSRs  

 

Environmental Code and Environmental Steward 

At each event there shall be a licensed Environmental Steward who shall only deal with 
environmental aspects and who must have successfully completed an Environmental seminar 
organised by the FIM International Sustainability Commission (hereafter CID) or FIM AFRICA . 
Appointment of an Environmental Steward is mandatory for all FIM AFRICA sanctioned events.  The 
Environmental Steward shall execute his/her duties as stipulated in the current FIM AFRICA 
Environmental Code to determine that competitors, organisers and venue owners adhere to their 
respective environmental responsibilities.  

 

The Organisers shall be responsible for: -   

• The distribution of trash bags to each rider or provision of sufficient containers in pt, 
paddock and spectator areas.  

• Provide waste oil collector containers in the pit and paddock area  
• These collection points must be clearly marked  
• The washing of bikes will only be allowed at a designated wash areas identified by the 

organiser/venue owner 
• Comply with ALL other requirements for organisers/venue owners as stipulated in the FIM 

AFRICA Environmental Code 
 

Competitors are responsible for: -   

• To remove all the waste generated by their team during and after the event  
• Where organisers provide containers for waste they must be used as directed  
• Waste must be retained by the team until the approved facilities provided by organizers can 

be used  



• Where refueling or servicing is undertaking at events, riders must provide and use an 
approved environment mat to protect the ground.  

• A visible and working Fire Extinguisher must be present in the competitor’s pit area  
• Washing of motorcycles will only be allowed at designated wash areas  
• Comply with ALL other requirements for competitors as stipulated in the FIM AFRICA 

Environmental Code 
• Any infringement by the participant or rider (who is responsible for his team) of the FIM 

AFRICA Environmental Code may result in a fine up to USD50, disqualification from the event 
or suspension or a combination of the penalties and may further result in the rider being 
liable for any costs of rectification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FIM AFRICA ENDURO STANDING SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 2022  

 

6.1.7.6  In order to minimise costs [for Challenge/Regional events only], a member of the 
International Jury may act as Environmental official Steward to deal with environmental aspects and 
who must have successfully completed an Environmental seminar and examination organised by 
the FIM International Environmental Sustainability Commission (hereafter CIE  CID) or FIM AFRICA 
Environmental seminar. Appointment of an Environmental Steward is mandatory for all FIM AFRICA 
sanctioned events.  

 

2 8 . E N V I R O N M E N T A L C O DE   

At each event there shall be a licensed Environmental Steward who shall only deal with 
environmental aspects and who must have successfully completed an Environmental seminar 
organised by the FIM International Environmental Sustainability Commission (hereafter CIE CID) or 
FIM AFRICA seminar. Appointment of an Environmental Steward is mandatory for all FIM AFRICA 
sanctioned events. See Article 6.1.7.6. whereby a Jury member may act as Environmental Steward 
providing they are licensed.   

28.1        The Environmental Steward shall ensure that the FIM/FIM AFRICA Environmental Code is 
respected.   

28.2       Have access to all information concerning the event and must be able to give prior, during 
and after the event, recommendations to the President of the Jury or Chief Steward (Clerk of the 
Course) on all aspects which may have potential environmental consequences.   

28.3        The Organisers shall be responsible for: -   

•    Distribution of trash bags to each rider or provision of sufficient containers at each venue.  

•   Provide a collection point for the waste at the entrance/exit to the Designated Service Points,   

     refueling stations and any DSP on race route, whether assistance allowed or not 

•    Provide waste oil collector containers at these points  

•    These collection points must be clearly marked  

•    Cleaning/clearing these collection points and for giving the area back as clean as they were 
received  

•    If a refueling point is not at the Main DSP, the organiser must protect the ground in the refueling 
zone  

• The washing of bikes will only be allowed at a designated wash bay identified by the 
organiser/venue owner 

 

28.4        The Environmental Steward shall be responsible for to: -   



•  Noise Pollution as per Article 4 of the Environmental Code.  

•  The 2mt Max Method will be used  

•  For 2022, Maximum Noise level will be 114/115dB for all events ( Ref: FIM Sound regulations 2022 
Art:E  Pt 3)  

•  Fuel usage as per Article 5 of the Environmental Code  

•  Protection of Ground as per Article 6 of the Environmental Code  

•  a) Prevent leakage into the ground of fuel and oils and fluids •  b) Ensure all competitors are using 
environmental mats - compulsory  

•  c) Sufficient containers to recover rubbish and fluid     

a) Ensure that the FIM AFRICA Environmental Code is respected.   

b) Have access to all information concerning the event, and must be able to give prior to, during 
and after the event, recommendations to the President of the Jury or Chief Steward on all aspects 
of the event which may have potential environmental consequences.   

c) In case of non-respect or violation of the provisions mentioned in the Environmental Code, 
he/she must immediately inform the Chief Steward (Clerk of the Course) in writing, together with 
a recommendation as to the action to be taken against the offender/s. The Chief Steward (Clerk of 
the Course) shall be obliged to consider the report of the Environmental Steward and to take 
appropriate action in accordance with the provisions of Art. 15 of the FIM AFRICA Environmental 
Code. 

c) Draw up in a conscientious and appropriate manner a report on the basis of a check-list, 
prepared for the relevant discipline and send it within 48 hours to the FIM AFRICA Administration. 
A copy of the checklist should also be handed to the Jury President or Chief Steward directly after 
the event.  

d)    Have the right to attend and give input at all open meetings of the Jury, but without voting 
rights.  

 

28.5        Competitors are responsible for: -   

•    To remove all the waste generated by their team during and after the event  

•    Where organisers provide containers for waste they must be used as directed  

•    Waste must be retained by the team until the approved facilities provided by organizers can be 
used  

• Where refueling or servicing is undertaking at events, riders must provide and use an approved 
environment mat to protect the ground.  

•    A visible and working Fire Extinguisher of minimum 9 kg must be present in the competitor’s pit 
area  

•    Fire Extinguishers will be a minimum of 3 meters from any fuel and visible  

•    Fire extinguishers will have a valid Inspection Certificate affixed not older than 6 months   



Any infringement by the participant or rider (who is responsible for his team) of the FIM AFRICA 
Environmental Code may result in a fine up to USD50, disqualification from the event or suspension 
or a combination of the penalties and may further result in the rider being liable for any costs of 
rectification. 

 

 

PROPOSAL: That the text for the 2023 ENDURO SSRs is amended to reflect the above wording. Omit 
strikethrough text and add text in blue, bold.  

 




